
Doris Dennis, of Dorchester
I N T E R V I E W E D  B Y  B R I T T A N Y  C H R I S T I A N ,
N E W  M I S S I O N  H I G H  S C H O O L

Brittany: Tell me about a tough time you had to go through, and

how did you get through it?

Doris: Well, the only thing I had to deal with was segregation, back in

the 50s, when my husband was in the military. We would live in

different places, and we was the only Blacks there, and they treated

us badly. That’s the only thing that I can think of that was bad, that I

can remember.

Brittany: What helped you all get through it?

Doris: Well, we wrote letters to different Congressmen and we just

went through it, you know, day by day. 

They refused to give us housing on a military base. And my kids were

the only Black kids in the school, and they treated them bad. The

kids would fight them, wouldn’t let them sit down on buses.

So we just took time, and as the time went by, it got better.

Brittany: Wow. After that situation that your family went through,

how did that make you feel?
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Doris: It made me feel angry that my husband had been in the

Korean War and fighting, and then they treated him different,

and stuff like that. You know, then we moved to a different

base where it wasn’t segregated and it was different..

Most of my life, 25 years, was spent on a military bases, and

after we got through the 50s, I moved to foreign countries,

where it was different. 

I went to Japan and stayed there, and then I came back to the

United States and stayed for maybe three years, and then I

went back to Germany- Nuremberg, Germany- and then I came

back to the States. 

And by that time everything was settled down, and my kids was

older, and then I began to have a real good life, you know. My

kids in school and my husband retired. 

We started working and being in the community and doing

different things. And I started doing school. And then my

husband got sick and then I worked and life began to get

better. That’s the best I can say.

Brittany: So even though you spent all your time on the

military base with your husband, did you like the traveling? 

Doris: Oh, that was fun. That was really fun. Because then you

felt like you belonged to the world, and you was just as good as

the next person and you didn’t have those worries. Because

again, we went to places where everybody was equal.
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And the kids was happy, and they began to be in different

things in school. And then I began to be, you know, mixing

with everybody. And life began to be good.

And as I’ve got older, I began to help other people--you

know, children, and volunteering in different things, and

doing charity work. And then after that I became a foster

grandparent to early Head Start, and I enjoyed doing that

because I was helping kids and meeting different people.

Brittany: That’s amazing. 

Doris: And then I began with the politicians, and I began to

do little volunteer things, you know, like get the senior

citizens out to vote, and then I began to tell the politicians,

they must concentrate on one thing, in case you don’t know:

Your best thing is senior citizens. They make the world. They

are the ones that can help you through it. And stuff like that,

because senior citizens is very important. 

Right now, after traveling around, I consider Boston is the

best place for senior citizens. I don’t care how cold it gets,

you stay in the house, and they got rides and shuttles that

come almost to your door, and they ring the door and say,

I’m outside. 

So all I can say, senior citizens, the best place for them to be

is here.
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Brittany: So I’m going to assume that you’re happy that you

stood by your husband after all the tough times and that

you’re happy where you are at the end of the day.

Doris: I’m almost 90, and I’ve never had a full time job, I’ve

only worked part-time, I worked at Jordan Marsh for over 20

years. And then other times I just was a stay home mom,

cause it’s very important for children to come home from

school and find their mother home.

The only thing now I hate is buses. The kids outside standing

by themselves waiting for the bus. If they had good schools

in the area, then I think the kids would get more out of it,

because by the time they get through riding the bus and

stuff, they’re too tired to even think about study. 

Brittany: That’s true.

Doris: What else would you like to know about me that I

haven’t told?

Brittany: Well, is there a time that you felt trapped, like a

situation happened and you couldn’t fix it or take it back,

and if you could, you would?

Doris: Oh, dear. The only thing is around prejudice and

racism, and everybody should be treated equal, and get the

same privileges that everybody have. I would fix stuff like

that--that everybody got the same thing as one another, but

that’s the only thing.
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Brittany: Your heart’s in a good place, ma’am.

Doris: The other thing I would fix is you’d have better schools

and stuff on that order.

And what else would I like to see fixed?...

Oh, I would like to see the world come to peace and

everybody get along and stop having sides. And that’s the

problem, cause it looks like to me both sides should want the

same thing. 

And people be honest, and then politicians, treat the poor just

as good as the rich, cause the rich get the better deal--poor

folks have to pay more taxes and stuff.

That’s the only thing I can think of right now is I’d like to see

the world come to peace and I’d like to see this virus end. And

I hope that after it’s over, that everybody learned their lesson

and learned how get along with each other, cause you never

know what’s gonna happen from one day to the other.

But see, with some things right now, they’re not really paying

attention, they’re taking chances and they’re hurtin’ other

people because they’re just so selfish.

And you realize how many senior citizens that live alone and

can’t get out and have nobody to come to help them, like to

take them any place and things like that.
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So that’s the only thing-- if I could bat my eyes and make the

world a better place and end this virus-- that I would like to

see done soon so everybody can get back out and be happy.

And I hope by the time spring comes that everybody be able to

get out in the yard and get together and talk to each other

over the fence, like they used to, but make sure they learned a

lesson to help each other.

Brittany: I agree with everything you just said. I feel like the

whole community, the whole world matter of fact, needs to

come together and stop fighting.

Doris: Yeah, because up there in Washington, they’re still

fighting and disagreeing and go along with the President just

because he IS the President, whether he’s right or wrong. He

doesn’t care about the people, he’s just thinking about himself,

but that’s not fair. So something like that I wish would change.

And I hope and pray that the next one we get, whoever, Black

or white, that they do the right thing by people.

Brittany: Exactly.

Doris: That’s right, because since this has been going on, I

haven’t been outside, no more than the front porch, because I

have two daughters and a son that’s been very good, that they

don’t want me out. And I got a granddaughter in DC, she don’t

even want me to look outside.

It’s hard to be in here but I’m thankful that I have that, you

know. And I’m praying that it’ll be over soon.
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Brittany: Me too.

Doris: That’s about it. I’ve had a wonderful life, I couldn’t ask

for a better one. 

I’ve been to every island that they have. I’ve lived in California.

I’ve lived in Michigan. I’ve lived in Alabama, Georgia, I’ve lived

in all these places. My kids was exposed, they’ve been to

Berlin. 

Brittany: Wow, that’s a lot of places.

Doris: Can’t too many people say they’ve traveled that much.

But back in the day, you could travel and enjoy.

And I remember one time I was going down Florida with

some people I lived with in Bulgaria--this goes way back--

they told the lady that I was with that I couldn’t eat in the

dining room, but I could have room service (laughs).

Back then it didn't matter, cause I was young. But now you

think about it and, you know, that wasn’t nice. But things

have changed. But in some places, still got the same problem.

Back in the day, people didn’t even think nothin’ about that.

They just figured that’s the way the world was like. White was

better, and you had to do this, you had to use the back door,

and you couldn’t mix in, or you couldn’t drink at the same

fountain and stuff like that.
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And you know, they fought for it as the years went by, but

lookin back, it didn’t bother me cause I didn’t know any

better. You get older, you learn, and realize that wasn’t nice,

you know.

Brittany: At all. 

I like your stories. They’re really interesting. I like how you

traveled all over the place.

Doris: Well, you know, it’s nice, but I think after this is over,

not too many people’s gonna do much traveling. Cause I

think it’s gonna take a long time for this to subside, for

people to be comfortable. 

My daughter, we used to take a vacation July, September,

October, back to back, but now I don’t know. You don’t want

to get in the hot tub and stuff cause you just don’t know.

You’re not gonna be comfortable and enjoy. You just have to

take one day at a time and see what happens and trust in

the Lord.

Brittany: Okay, so I know these questions might be hard to

talk about, so this will brighten the mood: What was one of

the best days of your life that you didn’t want to end?

Doris: Oh, dear! The best day of my life was when I lived in

Japan.

Brittany: What did you do there?
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Doris: Well, let’s put it this way. I had servants, you know. I

had a maid, I had a registered nurse, I had a seamstress.

Everything you could think of, I had that kind of service.

Brittany: Oh, you were living your best life!

Doris: That was the best part. And you know, to this day,

you’re not gonna believe it: I feel like people should wait on

me. And most of the places I go, for some reason, they wait

on me or help me do things. 

If I go someplace, I have to be dropped off at the door cause

I don’t want to be walking and stuff like that because I’m

just so used to that life back in the day. And now I’m too old-  

they have to do that for me.

Brittany: What was your favorite thing about Japan, apart

from the maids and the pampering and stuff?

Doris: Well, in the United States, women was first. But

women over there waited on the men, and that’s why we

lost a lot of husbands living in Japan, cause they took their

families over there, cause the women catered to the men,

they waited on them hand and foot, and the men they used

to lay back and fan them and stuff like that. And so we lost a

lot of husbands like that.

Cause I had a friend, we was good friends, and he got

involved with a Japanese girl and they ended up gettin’ a

divorce.
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So coming back to the States, even when I moved into this

house, it wasn’t nice. There wasn’t no Blacks on this street,

and they didn’t want me on it for a long time, until at least I

went to Germany, come back, and a few other Black people

had moved in on the street. And now, it’s just mixed of

whoever, cause the rent is so high you’re lucky to live

anywhere.

Other than that, that’s really the only place I would like to

have again, that kind of life.

Brittany: I had a really good time talking to you because

you’re very interesting and I really like your stories. 

Doris: Okay, I hope I talked enough. And out of all that talking

you can put something together.

Cause right now I’m just trying to survive. I just had a birthday

party and thank God I had it then, I didn’t want til 90, I said,

I’m gonna have it right now, I’m not gonna wait, I might not

make it to 90. 

Thank God I did have it last year, and I was lucky- all my

grandchildren and my children had a black tie affair. July the

13th, last year. And all my family and all my friends and it was

catered and a DJ and a photographer there. 

We just had a good time, cause nowadays people don’t dress

up. But I like to dress up. Even now in the house, I get up

sometimes and put on makeup and stuff.
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But I miss going to my Early Head Start just to be with the

kids, to have them meet you at the door, “Good morning,

Grandma!” you know. I miss that and I miss my friends and I

miss going to church and listening to the Word. So.

All I can say, I’ve had a good, blessed life. I had my mother til

she was 103, my father til he was 93. I don’t know that there

was anything else that I missed out on.
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